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19 December 2012 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

A FRENCH PARADOX? 

ERFA expresses its gravest fears regarding the French government’s 
project to restructure the railway system 

 

On 18/12/12, the French Competition Authority fined SNCF, the French historic 

operator, € 60,966,000 for “several practices that hindered or delayed the entrance of 

new operators in the railway freight sector”. ERFA expresses its thanks to the 

Competition Authority agents for the quality and the independence of their analysis.  

 

The facts on which the judgment has shed light are as follows: 

• The use for commercial purposes, by the SNCF, of confidential information 

    gathered as part of its task as Infrastructure Manager.  

• The barriers created to prevent competitors' access to rail capacities.  

• Predatory pricing. 

 

The detailed, 129-page judgment is in fact a summary of what new entrants have 

suffered, and what the 4th railway package must prevent.  

 

“However, the Authority noted that no document in the case could lead to thinking that 

the practices were part of a global strategy or a comprehensive plan drawn up by the 

SNCF”. This last statement reinforces ERFA in its conviction that no regulatory system 

can prevent this type of individual behaviour better than complete separation between 

the Infrastructure Manager and the Railway Undertakings. 

 

On 13/12/12, the Advocate General of the EU Court of Justice confirmed the allegation 

against France of lack of independence of the traffic management. 
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At the same time, the French government is actively planning the reintegration of RFF, 

the French Infrastructure Manager, within SNCF. Isn’t this a paradox!  

 

ERFA recognizes the “pivotal” role of SNCF in the French railway system, but reiterates 

that independent private French freight operators represent a market share of over 30% 

and are just as necessary to the French economy as SNCF is.  

 

ERFA therefore asks the French government to take into account the Competition 

Authority’s conclusions in implementing an organization preserving the full 

independence of RFF and a fair cohabitation between private operators and SNCF. 

 

 

 

Contacts:  

ERFA (European Rail Freight Association) was set up with the 1
st

 Railway Package in Brussels in July 2002 to represent the interests of the new 

independent and private ‘open access’ rail freight operators. ERFA is EU Representative Body. Today, the association comprises 30 members 

(21 rail freight operators, wagon keepers, service providers, forwarders as well as 9 national rail freight associations) from 16 countries in wider 

Europe. The direct company members represent more than 800 locomotives and 55.000 freight wagons and have created more than 10.000 

new jobs in the last 6 years. ERFA's main objective is to make the rail freight market fit for competition so that rail freight can expand its market 

share, attract new investments, become more innovative and create jobs. By doing so, ERFA contributes to a highly competitive EU rail freight 

market.  

ERFA’s key mission to achieve its objective is to remove all legal, technical, social and administrative barriers that prevent its members from 

rapidly establishing international cross-border freight services, using all rail infrastructures regardless of who manages them, and to encourage 

any developments likely to enable all rail companies to flourish on this market, regardless of their size or age.  
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